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Health is Wealth

St. Maarten is returning to the polls today
Monday, August 19, and leading up to
this Election Day, The Daily Herald has
offered political parties and candidates
an ideal opportunity to reach voters
with a series of special publications that
began seven weeks ago and culminates
today. This is therefore the final edition
of “Election Views”.

Each issue of “Election Views” covers a
specific question to be answered in a
statement. The content may not mention
other parties and should focus on own
positions regarding the subject at hand.
The newspaper reserves the right to omit
such references and correct spelling or
grammatical errors in the text. and medical coverage?”

This seventh and final Question of the Enjoy the read!
Week has to do with Public Health,

namely: “What are your priorities with  Paul De Windt
regard to healthcare, social provisions Publisher

Coat of arms

The coat of arms of St. Maarten consists : =

of a shield with a rising sun and the motto. ' ' 0 LIVI E R

The shield displays the courthouse in the ;

centre, the border monument to the right, i <

the orange-yellow sage — the national _ ARR I N DELL
flower — to the left. The orange border ! amizime 7

refers to the Dutch royal house. Flying in ' -

front of the rising sun is the brown pelican,

St. Maarten’s national bird. Under the LA / r

shield is a ribbon with the Latin motto: e 0
Semper pro grediens (always progressing). ; ol Just vote for the Man

Unified Resilient Sint
Movement =~

DONT TRUST WORXDS, TRUST ACTIONS
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The Unified Resilient St. Maarten
Movement (URSM)

As the Unified Resilient St. Maarten Movement (URSM), we be-
lieve that public health is the foundation of a thriving, resilient
society. Our community’s strength is built on the wellbeing of
every citizen, and our commitment to public health is unwa-
vering. We stand at a critical juncture where bold, innovative
action is needed to safeguard and enhance the health of all St.
Maarteners.

St. Maarten has faced significant public health challenges in recent
years, from the devastating impacts of natural disasters to the glob-
al COVID-19 pandemic. These events have highlighted vulnerabilities
in our healthcare system, exposing gaps that
threaten the wellbeing of our people. The URSM
recognizes that these challenges require a com-
prehensive, forward-thinking approach to en-
sure that our health system is not only prepared
for future crises, but is also equipped to provide
quality care every day.

We are committed to a vision of public health
that prioritizes accessibility, affordability, and
excellence in care. This means strengthening
our healthcare infrastructure, ensuring that ev-
ery citizen has access to essential services, and
supporting our healthcare professionals with the
resources they need to deliver the best possible
care. We will advocate for the modernization of
our hospitals, clinics, and emergency response
systems, ensuring they are resilient in the face
of any disaster.

Prevention is at the heart of our public health
strategy. We will champion initiatives that pro-
mote healthy lifestyles, including dental health
care, especially for school-aged children, from
nutrition and exercise programs to mental health
services. We understand that a healthy popula-
tion is a productive population, and our policies
will reflect this by addressing the root causes
of health disparities, such as poverty, education,
and environmental factors.

Our focus areas include the completion of the
St. Maarten Medical Center with a clear vision
of providing specialized services and equipment
tailored to the needs of our people, the estab-
lishment of a national professional healthcare
registry, closer cooperation with the French side,
promoting medical tourism, and establishing a
national health financial model that reflects the
needs of our country.

Moreover, the URSM is committed to transparen-
cy and community involvement in public health
decisions. We believe that public health policies
must be shaped by the people they affect. That's
why we will establish open channels for feed-
back and collaboration with General Practitioners
and the public, ensuring that the voices of all St.

Unified Resilient Sint Maarten

S
Mosement

(OURSM

CANDIDATE
LIST 2024

LUC F.E.

MERCELINA

Maarteners are heard and considered in shaping our health policies.

By voting for the URSM, you are voting for a movement that puts your
health and wellbeing first. You are choosing a future where public
health is not an afterthought but a priority — a future where every St.
Maartener has the opportunity to lead a healthy, fulfilling life. Together,
we can build a resilient, healthy St. Maarten that thrives in the face of
any challenge.

Let's create a stronger, healthier tomorrow together. Vote
URSM!

WEVER, CHRISTOPHER .L.
JANSEN-WEBSTER, VERONICA .C.
MARTINA, HERBERT .M.J.
ROSEBURG, SJAMIRA .D.M.
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BRUG, RICHINEL .5.J,
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The overall health of our citizens is of
paramount importance to the Demo-
cratic Party of St. Maarten. A healthy
community is a strong community. It
is with this belief that we propagate
universal healthcare, a system in
which every citizen has access to af-
fordable healthcare. To maintain an
affordable system of healthcare, as-
pects such as prevention, accountabil-
ity and technology are indispensable.

Our aging population makes targeted care
for the elderly a necessary part of health-
care planning, especially vision and dental
care for seniors.

Overall our vision is therefore to focus
strongly on cost-effectiveness, enhanced
prevention programs and health education
to offset the rising healthcare cost, while
not denying our people the best care they
can receive. The introduction of a universal
healthcare system in phases offers an op-
portunity to build a more resilient health-
care framework, adaptable to the changing
demographics and health sciences.

Investing in preventive healthcare can sig-
nificantly reduce the incidence of chronic
diseases, which are not only expensive to
manage in the long-term, but also impact
the quality of life of our citizens. Programs
that focus on lifestyle education, vaccina-
tion, and routine screenings not only save
costs, but also promote population health
and reduce disparities among various de-
mographics. Health screenings should be-
come part of a national prevention program.

Transitioning to a robust prevention-ori-
ented model is essential for curbing rising
health costs and addressing health inequi-
ties. Prevention programs targeted at pro-
moting health education can significantly
reduce the incidence of preventable dis-

SARAH
WESCOT
WILLIAMS

HEYLIGER-MARTEN

eases.

Mental health is an area that deserves on-
going research and planning. It is a broad
scope of mental conditions that limits the
optimal functioning and participation of
persons affected. Educating the popula-
tion on mental health, providing response
mechanisms are all part of a policy on men-
tal health.

Building strong partnerships among health-
care providers, schools, and community
organizations will foster an environment
where health education is integrated into
daily life, ensuring that preventative care is
a shared responsibility.

While the ultimate goal is universal health-
care, introducing it in phases allows for
gradual adaptation and evaluation of out-
comes.

Prenatal care and maternal health create
strong family structures and can positively
affect healthcare costs in the long run.

Expanding e-health services allows access
to healthcare resources remotely, thereby
alleviating physical barriers to care. Utiliz-
ing telehealth technology can enable pa-
tients to consult with specialists without
the need for long-distance travel, reducing
costs and improving patient compliance.

The Democratic Party envisages more local-
ized healthcare opportunities, providing the
maximum care at home. This also goes for
institutionalized care. Independent living
communities for the elderly and disabled
persons should be encouraged, allowing a
sense of independence and responsibility.

The Democratic Party envisions great op-
portunities for the silver economy, elderly
care and economics.

GRISHA DIMAR
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MICHAEL
SEEBARAN
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Democratic Party (DP)
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SECURE THE LEGACY OF ST.MAARTEN :

VOTE DEMOCRATIC PARTY
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1. John Larmonie Center
Longwall Rd., Philipsburg

2. Sundial School
W. A. Nisbeth Rd., Philipsburg

3. St. Maarten Senior Citizen Recreational Centre
Hope Estate, Philipsburg

4. Sister Marie Laurence School
1 Ellis Rd., Middle Region

5. Dutch Quarter Community Centre
Dutch Quarter

6. Milton Peters College
L.B. Scott Rd., South Reward

7. Rupert Maynard Community Centre
St. Peters Road, St. Peters

8. St. Maarten Academy
Cupper Drive #2, Cul de Sac

9. Bute Hotel
A.T. Illidge Rd., Philipsburg

10. National Institute for
Professional Advancement (NIPA)
Bobcat Rd., Cay Hill

Polling Stations

Q0000000000000

11. Charles Leopold Bell School
Rubber Tree Dr., Cole Bay

12. Leonard Conner School
Venus Drive 2, Cay Bay

13. Simpson Bay Sports Community Center
Sr. Modesta Road, Simpson Bay

14. Belvedere Community Center
Low Estate Rd., Belvedere

15. Melford Hazel Sports & Recreational Center
Soualiga Road, Philipsburg

16. Methodist Agogic Centre
St. Johns Estate, St. Johns

17. Dutch Quarter Help desk
Zorg en Rust, Dutch Quarter

18. Seventh Day Adventist School
Royal Palm Dr., Cole Bay

19. House of Detention
Mountaindove Rd., Pointe Blanche

20. Sint Maarten Home
St. Johns Estate Road 6, St. Johns

SLAVIE

SINT MAARTEN DESERVES THE BEST, YOU DESERVE GOLD STANDARD REPRESENTATION

SALOMON, D/ DUNCAN,SL  GITERSON, MM.C.
ON AUGUST 19TH
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e Leading Newspaper for St. Maarten
and the Northeast Caribbean

BUSH ROAD #22, PHILIPSBURG, ST. MAARTEN, DUTCH CARIBBEAN
TEL: (1-721) 542-5253

www.thedailyherald.sx

Subscribeifor only

https://subscribers.thedailyherald.sx/

30

You can now get a 3-month subscription to
The Daily Herald either online or delivered
for just 55 US dollars (NAf 99).

Call/visit the office or register via our website.
or email: subscriptions@thedailyherald.com

The newspaper for people on the move.
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